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Chairman’s Notes  

The next natter is on 2nd June, to be held at  
7.30pm, The Surrey Oaks, Newdigate  RH5 5DZ  

Our Club Lunch is on the Saturday 13th June from midday at The Plough, Leigh and 
this lunch is one of our main Club events in the year. 

This month’s newsletter had to be produced rather quickly with the two car events 
Jenny and I are attending. Our main feature article has been copied from the MGCC 
magazine, safety Fast. I have also included an update below on the progress of Peter 
Nash’s Morris 8 Series E which hopefully might be seen at one of our summer 
meetings. 

Don’t forget to check the website for last minute information, or the Facebook page, 
which can be found at https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61577133185397.  

Peter Nash’s Car 
Peter couldn't resist sharing these 
pictures with me of the Morris 8. It has 
various remaining problems, water leaks, 
sticking brakes, battery not charging etc - 
but - it's moving under its own power for 
the first time in 40-odd years! and 
apparently drives "like new"! 

The car is being worked on by a garage in 
Byfleet and will hopefully be fully roadworthy 
by this summer. The car was one of the cars 
featured in our recent Morris 8 Series E 
article. 

Drive-it-Day 2026 
As mentioned in the May newsletter, I 
organised a Drive-it Day Run for my MG Car 
Club Natter from Bocketts Farm Park 
Leatherhead, through Abinger Common and 
across to Gatwick Aviation Museum. On the 
way, we passed the Austin Healey Southern 
Counties Car Club partaking in a treasure 

hunt in Charlwood. 

We had good support with an entry of 26 
cars which included Brian Minchin and Sue in 
his A40 Somerset. 

We were blessed with a lovely day and all the 
cars were parked with the back drop of the 
Avro Shackleton.  The museum provides an 
interesting selection of aircraft and aircraft 
engines, a timeline display and museum 
room of Gatwick airport, a cinema room 
showing films about the Shackleton and the 
RAF crews that flew it.  

One of the highlights for me was the tour at 
the end of the day of the Shackleton with a 
guide who was an engineer on these aircraft 
who regaled several interesting stories about 
the aircraft and the crews that flew them. 

Car Events and Dates: 
Events being held in April in our area: 
2nd June - Club Natter Night, The Surrey 

Oaks at Newdigate 

6th June - Four Counties Gathering, 
Bletchingley Arms, 9.30am 

13th June- Club Lunch, The Plough Leigh 

14th June-SVVS lunchtime meet The Surrey 
Oaks, Newdigate. 

20th June - Four Counties Gathering, 



 
This Article was published in the MGCC Safety Fast Magazine in May 2026 and is reproduced 
here with their permission







This article appeared in the 
May 2026 edition of the MG 
Car Club Safety Fast Magazine. 
Apologies to MGCC members, 
but with my impending car club 
trips to the Midlands and    
Dordogne in France, I am strug-
gling for time to edit the news-
letter. I thought the article 
would be of interest to the wid-
er Club membership. 
The MG Car Club has a lot of 
archived records from both  
Abingdon MG works, including 
vehicle manufacturing files, 
competition records, etc.    
With thanks to the MG Car 
Club and the articles author  
Peter Cook.  
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The next Natter is at The Surrey Oaks,           
Newdigate, 7.30pm Tuesday 2nd June 2026  

 

It was a small but select gathering at the May noggin at the Royal Oak at 
Brockham. I was the last to arrive and was surprised to see everyone sitting 
outside. It turned out that the publican had installed a family of meercats 
in a cage in the back garden as an added feature. This kept us outside until 
it got too cold and we went inside!........PETER NASH updated us on the 
progress of the restoration of his Morris 8. He had acquired a spare wheel 
which he took to the restorers to fit a new tyre to. The car is currently 
having new brake linings made up and it will soon be ready for a road test to 
show up any other items that might need attention. He is hoping to have the 
car returned to him sometime in June………. JOHN & JENNY MORGAN had 
been busy. John had organised a run from Leatherhead to the Gatwick 
Aviation Museum on Drive-it-Day with the MGCC. It was a pretty run 
through Abinger Hammer, and 26 cars of various ages took part  but mainly 
post WW11. There were several new displays in the museum, and it ended 
with a fascinating tour of a Shackelton Bomber. They used the MGB and the 
run proved the car should be okay for the trip to Dordogne which will be 
about 1500 miles. The Midget was used for lunchtime MGCC meetings and a 
run. As was mentioned last month the MGB and TC have had their steering 
tracked using Gunson Trackrite. The steering was subsequently checked 
with an optical alignment tool, but no further adjustment was needed………
We were pleased to see BRIAN WALTON at the meeting. He updated us on 
his Austin. After not having much luck over the past two years you will be 
pleased to hear that it is now running well apart from one blocked 
carburettor jet………..KEITH & SANDRA CHARIE could not be at the 
meeting as they were someway on a cruise in the Mediterranean. Before 
they went, they were able to use their Healey together with SALLY &  

MICK  GOODSON on Drive-it-Day to 
drive down to the Milk Churn near 
Horsham. A very pleasant run finishing 
with eating delicious assorted cheese 
on toast, a speciality of the 
café……….PHIL SOWRY had no new 
news but was still working on sorting 
other people‛s cars out……………That‛s it 
for this month, hope to see you next 
month on the 2nd June at the Surrey 
Oaks at Dorking.    
*********************************** 
The Royal Oak pub has a family of 
Meerkats in the pub gardens and this 
provided a lot of amusement for the 
start of our May natter meeting. 


